Study Three:

Read Deuteronomy Chapters 9 & 10. 

The focus in the study booklet is keeping the Ten Commandments. In Deuteronomy chapters 9 and 10 we read that the people of God were disobedient, Moses physically broke Ten Commandments, and the covenant was re-established. 

· The people were reminded that they had not pleased God.  What are your feelings, actions and responses when you know that you would not have pleased God? 

· Have there been times when you think people or society at as whole has “smashed” Ten Commandments.  Share your thoughts and any ideas about how you strive to put God’s way forward. 

· Moses was instructed by God to make a new set of commandments.  How can we make the Ten Commandments relevant to life today?

Read the Two Great Commandments Matthew 22:34-40.

· It is interesting that one of the Pharisees tried to trap Jesus. Have there been times when you feel people have tried to trap you because you are a Christian?  How did you react/respond?  What learnings have you gained for the future? 

· It is interesting that Jesus did not quote from the Decalogue (The Ten Commandments) in giving his answer, but quoted two verses from the Torah (the Law) Deuteronomy 6:5 (Love God) and Leviticus 19:18 (Love neighbour)  Jesus went onto say , “On these two commandments hangs all the law and prophets”.  The new covenant fulfils the old.  Share how you would explain the Two Great Commandments to an enquirer who asks about the place of the Old Testament in the life of a Christian. 

Commandment Six and related issues in society:

· The commandment “Do not commit murder” raises a number of matters for many Christians.  One is the theory of a Just War.  There are a number of websites that address this issue.  If you were asked to explain this theory, what issues would you include in your answer and how would you relate your explanation to this commandment. 

· Euthanasia is in the news from time to time.  In recent years more people have come to understand the place and role of Palliative Care.  If you were asked what is the Church’s understanding of euthanasia and Palliative Care what would you reply and why? 

· Suicide is a constant issue before society.  What are some the ways the Church can be a part of the solution by helping people to appreciate the value life? 

Commandment Ten and related issues in Society:
· Advertising encourages us to purchase goods that we may not need. In your view does advertising encourage coveting and if so, how should a Christian respond and why? 

· There was the slogan several years ago that said, “Live simply, so that others may simply live”.  As Christians how can we live into this slogan today and in the future?  What are some of the issues we would to address? 

· Consumerism can lead to indebtedness. It has also been said that there is big difference between needs and wants.  How can the Church and Christians assist people in their needs and help them understand the wants may not always be best way forward?  Discuss. 
